
LOVE AND POLITICS
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How Appointment to Office Won

Him His Wife.

POP HAD TO GIVE IN THEN

T CUPID HAS
been toying with the
od of poltics, what-

ever his name.
It is not often that

- the winged little chap
with the dimples and
the arrows and the

\ nerring aim gets
al~zed up In the hur-
ly-burly of wire pul-
lets and heelers, but
it is to be noted that
whenever he does
buckle bin little belt

more tightly about his plump anatomy and
goes Into the fray. he generally comes out
a winner. And here is a case in point, the
particulars of which have been related to a
Star reporter, in which Cupid has scored a
signal victory over his roystering rival.
Like one of Gaborlan's novels, this storymoust be sent whizaing back a dosen years,IN order to lead up properly to the climax.

The scene opens In a quiet county in North
Carolina, back from the carking struggles
of the coast and an effete clvillsation, back
hI the pine woods, where the odor of tar
and balsam mingles with the ozone of the
mountains. The atmosphere is languorous,
after a fashion; at all events, there is love
in the air. Cupid iots in the hearts of the
montaineers. though he is shy of lettingthem know him, and often deceives them,and leads them some merry chases. It is
a county where love Is stury. and, once
planted In good soil, nourishs and stays,theugh blasts of adversity and oppositina
say blow and bend and even break the
stm
Under such etretmetane , then, did aeutain young man and young womangall to loving each other some years age.!t were perhaps the part of charity torfta floes saying just how many years,

as well as the part of windom. It Is goodis plead generosity in such things when
tae doesn't know. But the course of

pse was not easy. The girl had a father
and the father was stern, The young man
sat around the door yard and whittled
and teld lwag stories about "dn's" in
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They Bet by Meenight.
the adjoining counties and made himself
s popular as he could with the brother,
and even made a friend of the mother,
who saw in his attentions the chance
Of an ssnelnt match fe the daanghter.
But Pop was obdurate, and. as his in-
Suence in the hmangold was paramount,
pop bad his way.
Sometimes fathers are opposed to senti-

Mental young men became they do not
le the swains. Sometimes the wooers
are not gerespet; samtmes they have
bad babits and sometimes they are too
early in their matrimonial inclnations.
NOe of theft objections could be urged
against the young man of the Presenthisesoy. He was steady, sober, honest,
industrious with goad prospeets, He was
in many respects a modal young man.
Nevertheless the father declined to enter
into an aiance with his daghter's suitor.
The girl was old enough to marry-plentyol eneh-n EP had begun to think
that a n-n-law amight be a good in-
vestment, but not that candiate,.
Metntnin adinaten. brings the arrathe down to the real objection that Pop had

against the claimant. It was purely one ofpentics, It so happned. that Pop and binsae constituted the only family of repub-ican. in the entire county. They were ofthe outspoken type of politicians who go Inhr spoils when there> are any In sight. and
so when the mniantratlen of a republicanPresident became a fact, they went for andemptured all the federal offices in ight.'The candidate for Tildys hand-he must behere known as Mr. Willam Bird, out ofconsideration for his feelings-not being a
son of Pop, though he hoped to approxi-mate to that honor, was, of course, a dem-enrt. Between Pop and a demnocrat there
was a great gulf fixed. So when the even-
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young men who love yotng women in the
North Carolina mountains, That was notWilliam's style, at least. He and TUdyused to meet sometimes with the connty.
ance of Tidy's mother, sometimes by the
aid of Cupid unassisted. They would at
on the saw-buck, out in the yard, with the
moonlight streaming over them, and with
their ears primed to catch the first sounds
of Pop's footees as he eame back from
the settlement. It was hard work to keep
the fame of affection burning under such
depressing' cIrcumstances, but they manag-
ed to do it, and were happy In their own
way, hoping, of course, for better times and
for Pop's relentment. Then came the elec-
tion that put Gen. Harrison into the White
House, and that started the great machine
running that distributed the plums here and
there throughout the country. One of these
plume-a nice, fat one-fell at the feet of
Tidy's Pes and be hesitated not a moment
in his acceptance. This chanced to be the
post onice of the largest town in the county
and thither Pop and Mom and Tfldy and
the rest of the family moved, leaving Will.
lam disconsolate up in the mountains. It
was then that William's spirit of revenge
was born anew, and then that he deter-
mined to turn his own politics to acogunt
some day. Pop's position as postmaster

V
Henry Cenapesed,.

gave him, of course control over all thecorrespondence of his family, which, thoughnot large, was apt to be Interesting, with
William In the mountains and Tildy in town.
So in a moment of parental enthusiasm andoffcal indiscretion. Pop decided to put forth
a restraining hand between William and his
love, and to stem the tide of his epistolaryaffection: and thus William's first letter
was intercepted. Others rapidly met the
same fate
Meantime, Tildy was wondering whythere was no tidings from her true love,and William was in agonies of despair lest

his writing might be unintelligible to his
sweetheart, or-perish the thought! Had
he not seen her write her name on the fly-leaf of a book of poems that he hd givenher one Christmas. They were the poemsof Byron, and he knew she could read, forhad she not recited whole lines of "The
Corsair." Of course there might be a dif-
ference in clearness between Byron andBird but Williama did not take mauch stoek
in that theory. There was something the
matter. He thought of poand set his
teeth. That accursed politil bias had been
getting in the way again, and was upto some trioks. go William a pil-grimage to town and satisfied himself of
the justice of his suspicions. He chanced
to arrive at the combination post offce and
general emporium where Pop had made
himself the center of all things mundanein the little community, just at the mo-
ment of the arrival of his latest letter.
The star route in that region was not asemilent as it is now, and letters were not
apt to travel with undue haste,
Imagine, if you can, the astonishment,

rage. grief of the unfortunate -wain as he
peered through the slats of the post office
and saw Pop deliberately tear open his own
letter to Tildy. Imagine, if you have the
power, the tearful indignatian of William
as he saw rop read that tender note from
its "Respected Friend." down to its ccn-cluding "Yourn Till Deth."
It were better to oes over this period.It is filled with the heart burnings of two

young people, divided by a chasm thatnothing could flU or bridge, their heart
words choked, their wings clipped. William
had tasted of the bitterness of life, and the
world, in all Its sinister significance, had
burst upon him. He resolved not to return
to the mountains, and he took up his resi-dence in town, and made a business of get-ting into politics. He engaged incident-
ally in business, selling sundry necessities
of life for such a redundant considerationthat William's wealth grew apace,Then, at last, came the hour of William'striumrh, the moment of his great joy. There
was an election, and Harrison had been de-feated. Once more the White House was tobe occupied by a democrat. Pop's stock in
town went down. William's went up. Hetold it to his friends that he should havePops official scalp in less time than it takesto tell it. He became boastful, and his po-litical importance grew and soon William
was the largest toad in the small puddleinto which he had squatted. But yet Tildywas out of his reach. The girl, now reach-
ing the period of anxiety when it becomes a
serious problem whether there I. to be light
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Pep Cemelnde to Roent.
in the heavens or not, was stiB hi. In her
heart and still held out to him a mute hopethat es would some day be his in fact.
In the passage of months William had be-

come imbued with the Idea that his coun-try's weal alled him to Wasigo.He
yearned for a wider field, a brae, scope,and he began to work a set of wire, thatcentered in the person of the political rulerof the state, the Senator with influence, andlo! it was but the scratch of a pen thatmade Wilam a servant of the great repub-lic. The word was flashed over the wires tothe hungering swain that here was awaitinghim a comfortable and profitable place inthe U'nited States Capitol, as an attache ofthe Senate. Visions of legislatIve renownflashed through William's head as he waswhirled northward, and, in imagination, he
saw himself rising, rising, going ahead stepby step, until the climax of his vision pe
sented Itself, with a picture of the WhteHouse and William going through Its por-tals, between rows of bowing menials, and--happiest thought of all-with Tildy on his
That Idea of Tildy set Willam to thinkingonce more on revenge, and on love, and hemade it one of his first missions to Invadethe Post Office Department and to find outjust the standing of Pop. To his sorrow helearned that that worthy individual then hadjust two years to serve and he was told thatIt would be the policy of the department toallow holdovers .to complete their terms un-lecharges had been preferred against
Then there was a wild struggle in Will-iam's breast, a fight between his sense offairness and his desire for vengeance. Atast he compromised the matter and com-posed a letter. Composition was not easyto William. His earlier efforts had beenpainful, and the prospect of a diplomaticnote to Pop now gave him a fit of nervous-ness that lasted for days, When at last hesecured the right amount of courage, Will-lam sat him down and wrote thus:"Esteemed sir: I hope you will not ob-ject to this, as it Is my first, I hope youwill not open It thinkin' It's to yore doter,as it Is to you. I want to meet you hallfwa and I want to be fair with you as youhave not ben fair to me and I want toshow you!1 can forgive your ronge. I haveben talkin with the general postmasterhere at Washington and he says to me thatyou can keep yore ofis the rest of yoretime If you behave and no one bringsnothin against you. Now you know as wellas £ know that I could bring somethingagainst you in a minit, and you know andI know that you have opened my lettersto tildy time again. You know that isrong and the General will not stand It.Now here It 1s. sir if you don't let memarry tildy I will go to the general post-master and tell him all about you and meand tildy and ask him to put a good dem-ocrat In your place. Answering by yourconvenience will oblige yours truly,

"WILLIAM BIRD."The days went, and the letter at lastreached the region of the slats that barred
Pop's face Into a partial eclipse from theworld. Pop was surprised when he sawthe outside of the letter, but he was more
so when he opened and read It. Readlog
was not a joyous task for Pop, and William.did not write In his best hand. being nerv-
ous, and William's be>st hand was not likeprint. Pop read the letter through once
and settled down in his chair for a second
go. Then he read It over and over, andi as
he read he sank deeper and deeper In hIschair, until he was nearly out of sight.Tore' we t-l a'vIt'ihulat:-n on his face.
and contendIng emotions plaved ove his

rugged but espraive features. Pop was
troubled. He looked up at last from his
perusal and gaged out through the slats of
the bezes into the street. He let his eye
rest fondly on the familiar scenes aI a
sigh escaped him. This sort of life was
much easier and more comfortable :hag

wing on the rocky sides of the hills.
fe in town, behind such an array of boxes,

was far more of a dream than up country,with the cows going dry and the crops fall-
ing. There was so little to commend the
one life and so much to see In the other.
But then there fashed a memory of those

rash words, spoken years ago, when he re-
fused Wilam admission to his familycircle. Pop never liked to crawfish. lie
hated a badmsnar worse than a snake, and
he was a man with a reputation for eternal
and unflinching truth and determination.
It was a bitter dose that William hadgiven him. William! Ah, how hard it was
to be dictated to now by William! He was
a worse democrat than ever, and herehe held him between his thumb and his
finger. It was, Indeed, bitter. Pop passed
a very bad half hour.
That evening at the supper table Pop was

embarrassed. He ate little, and fidgeted
about In his chair until his helpmate grew
conesrned, and finally asked:
'What's the matter, Pop? Yo' ain't

satin'.''
There were team in Pop's eyes as he

reached forth his honest old hand, browned
and roughened by years of toil for his wife
and children, and, laying it on the head of
the wondering Tildy, he said:
"Wife, I reckon as I've been makin' a

fool of myself for many a year. I reckon
I've been unjust to yo' an' to Tildy, an' to
someone else. It's said they's no time like
now to' straightenin' out mistakes, an' I
mought as well do some straightenin' r'ow
and here. Tildy, darter, I reckon yo' kin
write to yo' young man as is now In
Washington city, an' tell him Pop says hekiz hey yo' soon's he wants yo'..'
And for the first time in years Tildykissed her pop, and then she disappeared,

and Pop finished his supper, and neitlir he
nor his wife could see each other for dim-
Eess in their eyes.
So William has applied for a leave of ab-

sence, and he is going south in a few days
to get his bride. Cupid has gone into poli-
tics, and has rolled up a very handsome
majority.
And the best thing about it all is that it

is mostly true.

MORE THAN HOME COMFORTS.

Cheap Co-operative Living With the
Help of All sorts of Up-to-Date Con-

Hr ees.
pte Chieago Brer.
Mrd. Coleman-Stuckert has come to Chi-

eago to build a 100,000 oo-operative home
that will cover an entire block in Hyde
Park. The colony will consist of forty-
four houses on forty-six lots, with a com-
mon lawn, laundry, kitchen, furnace, elec-
trio light plant, assembly hall and read-
lag meam. It will make life a luxury for
a married clerk who earns M a month,
and will give his family all the comforts
of a Prairie avenue mansion. This sounds
utopian, and too good to be true, but Mrs.
Coleman-Stuckert has a pyramid of fig-
ures to prove it and scientific estimates
that show it is possible, and all she now
wants is a generous philanthropist to start
the fund for the experiment.
Mrs. Coleman-Stuckert is doing the work

because she is convinced it costs too much
to live, especially In the cases of the poor
and middle class people. These classes do
not know how to economise, and they
waste more than they consume. These
facts she promulgated on paper during
the world's congress last summer, and now
she has come to put into brick and mor-
tar her ideas. It is all a work of humani-
ty with her, and she comes from Denver
to this town because she realises Chicago
is about the present center of the earth.
One home here will exert an Influence
over a considerable portion of the planet,
and. once started, she is confident the
scheme of co-operative living will be gen-
erally adopted. Beginning with small com-
munities, It may be enlarged to entire set-
tlements, and then to Include all the dwel-
lers in the suburban cities. The only limit
the promoter will allow is a final great
universal kitchen with pots and kettles
large enough to supply all the human fam-

This new home will not occupy one big
building and thus have the characteristics
that belong to existence in a hotel. Each
family will be allotted a house, with room
sufficient unto the members thereof. Each
tenant is to become a householder and own
his rooms, and thereby become a stockhold-
er and a voter in the common affairs of the
community. He will select such a location
as he can afford, the prices ranging from
12,000, and he will pay on the Installment
plan. He will meet his payments very
easily, so Mrs. Coleman-Stuckert proves,
and still have money to save out of his $5.
This one fact is her strongest point, since
her investigations show that the middle-
class people lose much of the chance of
married happiness in the cheerlessness of a
sat. This is the way she proposes to make
poverty a bearable evil and ordinary suc-
cess one endless bed of roses and riches-the
very acme of earthly blessedness.
It will be necessary to get forty-four fam-

iies willing to enjoy this new Idea. They
will then build the village, or unite and get
some speculator to do it for them. There
will be some small houses and some large
snes, all equipped and trimmed exactly
alike, and with the very latest and best con-
veniemess that go into homes. Each dweller
will furnish the parlors, and all the rooms
will be parlors or sleeping rooms to suit In-
dividual taste. The architecture will follow
harmonious lines, each house standing close
against Its neighbor, with lawns and paths
in tinont and rear. So far the co-operative
system has made nothing different from the
present system. The revolution begins at
this point.
The fientral court will contain a common

building, where all the drudgeries will be
ormed. Here will be all the cooking,

tigadlighting machinery, the Ice
eesthe dish washers, servants and but-

ler. "hrby all the Invaders of home life
will be removed and the domestic anarchists
will find victims only in themselves, The
forty-fcur families will need but fourteen
people to do all their household work, a
flact found by a very elaborate figuring at
the hands of Mrs. Coleman-Stuckert. These
peona include the baker, the professional
coo, a gardener, a superintendent, two en-
gineers and the corps of helpers. This saves
the salaries of at least eighty domestic
servants, besides having the food cooked
economically and in excellent taste, and all
other things executed by the most skilled
labor.
An electric carrier will distribute the

cooked meals, Each house will be a station
and when the big dinner gong sounds the
colony cook will push the button and send
out forty-four smoking dinners. Each ham-
per will be heated, so that the hot viands
and vegetables will be at their prime when
the good wife lifts them Into her window.
Each matron will then serve the meal in
the common dishes or remove It to her own
china. Thp hamper will then go back for
the elecond course and the third, until the
dessert and coffee shall be reached.
The cost? Why, Mrs. Coleman-Stuckert

has a diagram showing It will be only 12 a
week for each person. This will give all
first-class eating, of course barring straw-
berries at 81) cents a quart or radIshes at 40
cents each. This will include all the common
dishes served to the colony, while each day
each housewife may order for three meals
ahead any specialty which the market af-
fords. These extras, of course, will be
charged for specially, but only enough to
pay the cost, She may also order additIonal
quantities for company, at a cost only equal
to the price of the raw material bought at
wholesale by the buyer for the company.
So much for the eating.
This new-idea home will also have a joint

heating and lighting plant. Thus all the
distress of fire building and fuel will be re-
tr~oved, and the gas bill will fade before the
colony's meager assessment to keep Its own
dynamo running. Each house will get its
steam at cost from Its own boiler, and all
this branch of the household economy will
aggregate but 315 a month for each family.
And there you are. according to Mrs. Cole-
man-Stuckert. The entire cost of living for
the 165 a month man and his wife will ag-
gregate but 185 a month, and he has all the
comforts. his rich neighbor has enjoyed. He
has lived In a suite of six rooms, eaten the
best In the market, read his paper by elec-
tric light, warmed his feet on a steam radi-
ator, taken his bath in a porcelain tub, and
watched his wife grow handsomer as she
grew older, with her face unwrinkled by
worry and her constitution undestroyed by
drudgery,
These figures are applicable only to theseond-best system of co-operative homes.

Mrs. Coleenan-Stuckert has drawings for
one for the very poor. They are all equally
practical In her mind, and she is going tovs this is the way to live by building the

t onein Hyde Park. Dr. Gunsaulus has
promised to assist,and several men of means
are going to back the enterprise,
A High-Toned Article of Apparel,

Prom the Bosto. Joual.
Several urchins noticed hanging in the

windows of a drug Itore in this city nu-
merous lung protectors, and one said:
"What's them?"
Another said in reply: "Well, you don't

know much about how high-toned folks
lives, does yer? High-toned folks' has wiperswenthey eats, and kids has bibs. Them's
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In the evening he is star of the first magnitude, is barely above
iow well over toward the horion at the hour of our observation.
he westc As omk ee of the Lion Is thegiant as which tchooln Ihts annual round

I I themost ancient of of the heavens--performed in a dire'ton
S e m fe constellations, from west to east-croses the eqhatoctial,

familiar to Homer or the Celestial equator, from north to

TeAainaeothaesm n e asouh pnpsigti on h u

tumnal equinox-about the 21st of Septem-frred to in the Book ber, it enters the eonstellatlon Virgo. The
Ps d an ino storic- senter Uporn patwtha time andointte on-

Job. Orion is en- sun is said In the almanac, however, toethe 20th of this month it will pass the amer-i nde hl nal equinox, coming northward, and willof poetry and mythology which, no doubt, "enter Aris, according to the almanaclends to it quite as great a fascnndtion for although it will really enter the conrgtel-
modern star-gazers as does the singular ltion Places, a note of explanation may e
majesty of the asterism itself. t is in place here.
the 'Mighty Orion," as It was In the days I The bla of the Zediae.
of Homer, although its potency now i Anciently the 12 "signs of the zodiac."
cot over the weather, but over the ltm with which alone the almanac is concerned.
ination. coincided In position with the 12 odiacal

As has been the case with many others constellations which bear the same names.
of the constellations, chart makers have They were, In fact, identloni. sign being
drawn the lineaments of Orion with a free an astrological rather than an astronomical
hand, and have imposed upon us a figure term. In the time of Hipparchus, some
quite unlike anything which we can detect 2,hr0 years ago, the sun upon crossing the
among the stars. His sword, his lion-esin elestal equator from south to north en-
shield, the club held aloft In his right tered the constellation Aris, which wasrconsidered as beginning the series of the
d e n i th signs. But one of the discoveries of thisasterism itself, we should hardly imagine father of exact astronomy was that the two

to exist without the aid of the figure which points at which the sun crosses the equator
we find upon the chart. Yet these acces- were not fixed, but were slowly retreating
sories are all referred to at an early westward-that the vernal equinox, for ex-

elample, was slowly slipping back Into the

and elog popely o th costelatonpreceding constellation, Pisces. This move-
as it was known to ancient astronomers. ment. known as the "precession" of the
It may te questioned, however, whether equnozes, proceeds at a rate which. Since
they were seen or were even imagined b the time of Hipparchus, has carried these
the more ancient constellaton-makrs. If points to the westward 30 degrees-the ex-lloact length of a sodlacal sign-and which in

weitabout 200 years will carry them around
Orion, and wil look at the stan themselves, the entire circumference of the heavens.
we can readily make of them a crude like- Thus it happens that since the -signs" have
ne b to a gigantic human shape-such a a constant relation to the shifting equnox-

lste moving with them while the constella-in hb ight r tons remain fixed the sunnow reaches
slate-eand we may feel quite certain that each sign a full month before it reaches
this figure Is the original of the coatel- the constellation which bears the same
latdon. name.

The Giant The cae of this movement of preessionis a certain gyratory motion of the earth.The Arabic name of this asterism was while turning on its axis, a motion which
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themrAiSooteer.eChrt
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MRS. LEASE OF KANSAS
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The Masonie Grand Lodge of Kansas has
been In semian In Topeka recmatly, mad, et
course, there was much speculation as to
how Mrs. Lease obtained the sacrets of
Masonry, It she is really In possesion of
them. Her claim that she Is a member of
Hugh De Payne Commandery of Fort Scott
has led to the uspicion that Charles E.
Leame, her husband, who is a member of
that commandery. has been guilty of di-
vulging the secrets of the order. Mr. Lease
joined the Hugh De Payne nemmandery a
number of years ago when he was a resi-
dent of Osage Mission, which is in the Fort
Scott jurisdiction. Since removing to Wichi-
ta he has maintained his standing in the
order.
The story of Mrs. Lease's advent into

politics is interesting. With her husband
and children she lived on a claim in King-
man county. One day she was in Wichita
and leisurely strolled into s union labor
convention. She was requested to make a
speech. She had never before attempted to
speak in public, but the calls were so fre-
quent and earnest that she resolved to try.
For half an hour she surprised herself, as
well as her audience, making a speech that
fairly started her on the road to fame and
fortune.
Soon after this the Lease family removed

to Wichita. where the husband became a
drug clerk, and from the modest salary he
received in that capacity supported his
family, which consisted of his wife and four
children. Through the influence of his
wife he was subsequently made manaear of
a leading Wichita drug store, but the pro-
prietors having disposed of the business,

he was thrown out employment. since
which time he has been a gentleman of
leisure. About a year ago Mrs. Lease
purchasad a handsome home in a fash-
ionable residence part of the city ad
turned It over to the management of
her husband. Two elderly female ser-
vants are employed, who are paid by Mrs.
Lease, but Mr. Lease has entire control of
the establishment during his wife's absence.
which is maintained in the best possible
style. Since he lost his position Mr. Lease
has looked after the minor details of caring
for his wife's property and the children.
while Mrs. Lease has been traveling about
the country delivering lectures, making
political speeches and acting as member of
the state board of charities.

Interested is Nyprmstesm.
About a year ago Mrs. Lease became in-

terested in the subject of hypnotism. She
made a study of the science. her ambition
being to acquire hypnotic power. With this
object In view she engaged the services of
a professor who has been giving exhibitions
through the state. He pronounced her a
good subject. and claims to have developed
unusual hypnotic power in his pupil. Mrs.
Lease dislikes to talk of her hypnotic
powers, but admits that she has given the
subject of hypnotism much study and
thought.
People In Kansas have ceased to wonder

at any thing Mrs. Lease says or does. Her
political career has been a series of sensa-
tions. She is constantly in search of some-
thing to say or do that will attract atten-
tion to her. She Arst came into prominence
in the campaign of 1180, when her speeches,
pregnant with bitter invective and sarcasm.
caused many to compare her methods with
those of Senator Ingas, whom she took
great satisfaction in abusing. Her success
as a speaker consisted more in arousing
the enthusiasm of her partisans than in
making converts. Up to and including the
campaign of 1192 she was the idol of her
party, and was called by people's party pa-
pers the modern Jean of Arc. Her in-
fluence in party councils was greater than
that of any other half domn persans.
Few rn leaders had the temnerity to

crass her path, and her wishes always comn-
manded reeect. at least in her presesne.
for no one wished to invite the sting of her
sharps tonguie by oppoeing. A few tried It
while she was in the height of her popular-
ity with disastrouas results. Her muccess
turned her head, and she begn to use her
power In su'd' a held maniner that friends
deserted her and enemnies sprang up on all
sides determined to crush her. Gov. Lewel-
htg opened the battle by attempting to re-
knove her fromn the state board of charities
to which he had appointed her. se fought
back, appealed to the supreme court and
camn out of the fray victorious. se is still
president of the board, and will remain in
that position until April. when the places
now held by two republicans will become
vacant. They will be filed by populists of
the gbvernor's choosing whomn he ean rely
upon to reorganise the board by reducing
Mrs. Lease to the ranks, and deprive her of
all Influence In the management of the
charitable institutions of the state.

Mrs. Lease 'fatis et Eewsett.
Mrs. Lease delights to talk of herself and

her achievemnents. She says that if she
were a man she would easily he the ac-
knowledged intellectual giant of the people's
party. In an interview, in speaking of her
oratorical ability, she said: "I believe I owe
whatever power I have in this line to
parental irfluence. My father was an Irish
exile. He was banished fr'om Ireland and
he fled to America, with a price set sipon
his head, and his property confiscated to
the English crown. I was the first child
born from my exiled parents In America.
My earliest recollections are filled with a
struggle against every form of injustice
that gamne In my lIttle world. I was liber-
ally educated and finished at Allegheny
University. and when fifteen years old I
left school, The poor wages paid woen
aroused me. and when I began teachng,scarcely more than a child. I rebelled
against this, and starte'4 a movement in
northern Pennsylvanla and southern New
York for better wages for womnen teachers.
Heering that women were paid better in
the west, I came to Neosho county. Ka..when I was seventeen years old, and taught
at Osage Missin, where I mnet Mr. Lease
and afterward married him. A few years
later Mr. Lease got an idea that we would
do better on a flarm,. so we mnoved away out
west to Klngman county and took op a
claim. I lived in the very maidst of the
desert. It was solitary and desolate, and
there was no society but our children and
no compninons bat our lonely thoughts. It
was an awful life, dreary, mnosotonous,hard, bleak and uninspiring. After that we
moved to Wichita, where I took up thmestudy of law with Eby & Mchiahn. dignot go to the offce much, but Mr. Eby cam
out to our house and heard me recite.When I was amitted to the bar and mtademy first address to the jury the court roam
was crowded. My first real public appear-ance was in Kansas City, in IffS where I
delivered the address of welconme at a laborconference, and whipped Mr. Powrderly, who
at that time was in favor of labor organisa-.
tions keeping out of pltics. I chnampioned
the movement and Iwon the day. That
was my first fight. There I got my first
blood, and I w-.nt to say right here tiet I
have never been defeated in my life in anyfight, and I da not intend to Ice my bat-
tle now. My strength has always been. as
it is now, that I am right."
On the question of religion Mrs. Lease

expressed herself as follows: "I think mnyreligion is as broad as my political creed,
for they are one and the same. I was
reared in the Rosman Catholic Church and
I have at various times worshIped at other
altars, but I am only a member of the great
big chu-ch-the church without eatecniman,
the church with no creed. I hate man-made
beliefs and priest-made orthodoxy. I take
the sermon on the mount and the golden
rule and beleve In them, that they are suf-
ficient-sufnientso s..alv--ion.
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